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HOW TO BECOME INVOLVED

Select a Gleaning Group leader who will oversee the following.:

L

Pick 2 date(s) for gleaning based on the harvest time in your area.
Complete the enclosed Registration Forim and send it to the Society
of $t. Andrew, If you are not sure of the date, leave it blank on the
form.

When we receive the form, a representative will call the Jeader and
discuss specific details, such ag the date, time, location of the farm,
and the distribition arrangements.

Normally, we are able to provide containers for the gleaned
produce, bui there may be occasions for your group to help collect
thetn,

If at all possible, find at least one member of your group who can
bring a truck to the gleaning They are often needed in order to
move produce to another part of the figld that is accessible to larger
food bank trucks, or to deliver food to agencies.

We encourage groups to help distribute the produce. A fruck is
useful, bui vans, siation wagons and car trunks can also be used.
Distributing the food will help your group become aware of the
needs of vour community and the agencies that are trying to fill
these needs.

Present a program on gleaning and hunger. The section in this
packet entitled Hunger Facts will provide some help and
suggestions for this program. At this meeting, go over Gleaning
Rules and Helpful Bints with gleaning group. If such & meseting is
not possible for your group, a handout with Hunger Facts and
Gleaning Rules would be an accepiable alternative.

Copy the Gleaning Form (included} for each gleaner. Have each
volunteer fill one out and bring them to the gleaning event. Give
them to the field supervisor at the gleaning.

A phone tree is helpful for notifying gieaners of a last minute
change of plans, such as rain.

Arrange ta car peol to the field. Parkine space 19 often limited.






EXPECTATIONS

1. First, expect one of the most rewarding times in your life!

2. Although gleaning can be a lot of fun for everyone, you should also
know that it can involve the following:

Fields that haven’t seen rain for weeks where the dust can coat yow.
Fields that have been flooded by rain where the mud can coat vou.
Fields where there is little escape from the sun,

Orchards where poison ivy, briers, and tall grass are present.

Fields and orchards that seem to have sparse gieanings so that yon
must constantly remind yourself that every little bit helps {and you
will be surprised just how much “a little™ will be!).

= Fields and orchards that are so abundant in excess produce that yon
have to tear yourself away at the end of the gleaning when there is
stil} food on the ground.

3. Expect that all the planning in the world will not insure that vou will
be able to glean on the day you had hoped. A particularly dry or rainy
season might change the ugual harvest time. Enfire crops may be wiped
out by an early or harsh frost. A gleaning might be postponed simply
because it rains on the schednled date. We are subject to weather
conditions just as farmers have been since the beginning of time! Phone
trees are helpful if there are any last minute changes in a scheduled
glesning (i.e. rained owt or change in field location.)

4. The registration form requests you to pick date(s) your group can
glean and we do our best to fulfill that request. However, there may be
sinations when our office will ¢all at other fimes if there is an
unexpected opporttmity in your area. We will often get calls from
farmers who have excess produce in their fields and they have to plow
it under within the week in order to replant. In that situation, we will
call all oroups in that area to mobilize gleaners as quicklv as possible.
We realize that your group may not be able to respond because of other
commitments, but it wounld be helpful to have a phone tree established
so that you can inform them of the opportunity.






















